It's Time for Your Financial Checkup

They come every six months, like clockwork. Sometimes it's a postcard and sometimes it's a friendly phone call. Either way, we know it's time for another dental checkup.

We all recognize the value of these visits – attention now prevents problems later. But what about your financial health? When was the last time you visited your financial services professional for a checkup?

A financial checkup is your opportunity to have a trained professional evaluate your financial health. It can give you the assurance that you're still on track. It can also identify areas where you need some attention.

Checkups typically occur on an annual basis but can be more frequent if needed. Often there is no additional charge for the service.

Here are some factors to consider as you prepare for a financial checkup:

Are you still aiming at the same target?
You identified some specific goals when you set up your financial plan. But have those changed? For example, do you plan to retire earlier or later than you thought? Are you thinking about a private college rather than a state school for your child? Do you want to increase your charitable giving for a new organization?

What have you been up to this year? 
Changes in your life can have a financial impact that can cause you to consider a change in your plan. Have you added to your family with the birth of a child? Did you make any major purchases this year, like a new home? Do you or your spouse have a new job? Has there been a change in marital status?

What's keeping you up at night?
The pressures of everyday life change as our life changes. For example, many families now care for both children and aging parents. How do you address the financial stress this has on the family? What provisions have you made for your own care as you age?

Your financial services professional is your go-to person for regular checkups. Take the time to review your plan regularly and you'll be smiling bright tomorrow.

